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[T @ From samurai to Djo-man, Japan's new ... = = ia

The australian uw%
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From samurai to Ojo-man, Japan's new breed is girly

-
BYLINE: Richard Lloyd Parry, Tokyo * — '7 — I\

SECTION:WORLD;DQ‘Q : LY Ei . IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII:
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MITSUHIRD Matsus 18 but has already carefully mapped out what would be an ideal future,

after university, t
looking after them,

then marriage to an industrious wage-earner, When children arrive, it will be Mitsuhiro who stays at home
living the traditional life of the Japanese housewife,

Mone of this would be noteworthy but for one thing -- Mitsuhiro is not a conventionally minded Japanese woman, but a thoughtful, articulate and stylish
young man.

Far from being a marginal eccentric, he is part of a growing :E;*i

The trend is significant enough to attract a mixture of fascination and anxiety from marketing companies, academics and the media. Called soshokukei
danshi, ~ “herbivorous males", or Ojo-man, " "girly men", they can be viewed in Western terms as metrosexuals without the testosterone. Although most
are not gay, they share a disdain for the values of traditional Japanese manhood, and are drawn to a more feminine world,

E -~ — " 7 z
BEITY _ _ _—
o Girly meR have aogniemes) i fast cars, career success, designer labels and trophy women. Instead they hold down humble jobs, cultivate women as friends
Bpend free time shopping at boutiques and pursuing what is viewed in Japan as a profoundly feminine pastime, eating cakes.

SUBJECT: MEN (8%%0), FASHICI & APPAREL (8%%), 5% N . . . .
meffect on the country's shrinking population of 2 generation of men not interested in girls, Marketeers ponder how to sell to this
(7"5%); COLLEGE & TTNIVEESTTY PEOFEZZCERESE (7"3%)', Fanmantators have produced volumes attempting ta explain the phenomenan, with titles such as Lave Study of Herhivores, The

mMen Are Changing Japan.

[ ]
GEOGRAPHIC: TOKYO’ JAPAN (5'}‘%) JAPAN (90%) wthe new group. Brewers have introduced weaker beers, while clothing companies sell bras for men.
]
guchi, 23, this week launches his latest collection of skirts and lacy tops -- all aimed at men. " People used to say men

LOAD-DATE: November 2. 2009 ise they can live as they wish," he said.
-

nd as completely positive. Masahiro Yamada, a professor of sociology at Tokyo's Chuo University, said: ~ » Isl 'T—$—I ’—I\ ﬁﬂ

timid and awerse to taking risks, it will affect t J - A

L
[
]
B anripty."
]
B
]
=

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

[PUBLICATION-TYPE: Newspaper [% [ Hits: 1 of 6 B l|
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